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including: United Cerebral
Palsy; .which had provided
programming at Our Place
since 2001. GCSS stood out
because of its ability to pro-
vide an expanded menu of
activities,

Using $40,000 in corporate
and community donations,
Rockdate Cares and GCSS
renovated the building at 875
Davis Drive in Conyers to
include mock-ups of local
businesses including a Kroger
. supermarket, a SunTrust banl,
a LongHorn Steakhouse and &
post office. Clients at Our
‘Place practice daily" living
experiences like grocery shop-

ping, making bank deposits-

and withdrawals, -eating out
and mailing letters at the vari-
ous stations.

“Our "goal in creating the
new, improved Our Place was
to provide individuals with
disabilities the most vibranf,
enriching range of learning

- and daily life experiences as
possible. By creating true-to-
life and community-based
learning opportunities at Qur
Place, the people we serve

can feel more confident when

they go out in their own com-
munities — where the restau-
rant, bank and grocery store
feel’ more familiar,” said
Whitney Fuchs, GCSS presi-
dent and CEO.

Other new learning compo—
nents within Our Place include

an assistive technology lab

. equipped with several comput-
ers; a mock bedroom/living

building, -
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room where clients can learn
how to maintain a home; a
movie theater room complete
with chairs, popedrn popper
and a ldrge flat-screen televi-
sion mounted on.the wall; a

quiet, sensory room ihat con- -

tains low lighting, bean bag
chairs, .small water fountains

and a stereo system for play- .

ing soothing, classical music;
a thrift store; and a conference
room that provides space for
speech and sign language
classes and discussions on
topics such as the rights of the
developmentally disabled, .In
the commons -area of the
clients eat their
meals and snacks and take part
in arts and music therapy
classes.

I«.

“In terms’ of success and.
their vision for Our Place, they
are making a (remendous
effort to actually be able to
provide the services that are
our goals as parents and ¢are
providers,” said Lamondo,
who added that her daughter is
an active part of planning her
activities at the center.

. Established in 1978, Rock-
dale Cares not only provides
the day program but also
advocates for the righls of the
developmentally  disabled,

- organizes social activities for
.clients, -operates a.greenhouse

run by the clients and provides
respite care for families and
caregivers of the mentally
challenged.

Lamondo said the volunteer

 board of Rockdale Cares, -
along with director -Barbara.

Kilpatrick, are to be com-
mended for their .efforts to |
improve the lives of the devel-
opmentally disabled in Rock-
dale County.

" “There are so many parents

'who have children with spe-

cial needs. They spend a

‘tremendous amount of time
thinking about what their

future holds,” Robin Lamondo
said, “What I would say to
those parents is strongly con-’
sider evaluating Our Place,
Under GCSS, they would be
pleasantly surprised that there
is such a wonderful program
in owr small community.”- -

For.more information about
Our Place, visit www.rock- -
dalecares.org or www.gacom-
munity.com or call 770-922-
7272,




