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   ...ringing in a joyous New Year

Together  
We Will  
Make A 
Di�erence!

Your special gifts 
help GCSS do extra 
things for many of 
our consumers in 
need.

Please consider 
making your 
most generous 
contribution today.

Winter 2007

Michael’s Big Adventure !
Michael Haney, one of the people with a developmental 
disability we support, recently went on a big adven-
ture with his Adult Foster Care support provider Lois 
Thomas.

Michael and Lois went to California which provided
him with an abundance of ñýrsts.ò  For the ýrst time,
Michael þew on a plane, checked his own luggage,
rode a bus and a trolley, ate at a variety of restaurants
and saw the ocean for the ýrst time.

Fostering Independence

Michael Haney, a GCSS individual in our
Adult Foster Care and day program, rides a 
bus for the ýrst time

While on the plane Michael started laughing.  Lois asked him why he was laughing, and 
Michael exclaimed ñHappy!ò  Lois smiled and gave him a big hug.

When asked how it makes him feel to now be so 
much more independent, Michael says ñHappy!ò

By all indications, Michael is a proud, happy 
person.

Pictured are Lois Thomas and Michael 
Haney.

In April Michael moved from a group home and now lives with Adult Foster Care provider Lois 
Thomas.  Michael has learned a lot and greatly improved his social skills in a short period of time.

In addition to now knowing how to pack his own luggage for trips, Michael does chores at home, 
does his own laundry and house cleaning, selects and purchases his own groceries at the self check 
out, cooks then washes his own dishes.  Michael say his favorite things to cook are ñpizza, spaghetti, 
wafþes and sausages.ò 
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Leadership and Advocacy

GCSS Parent and Advocate Heidi 
Fernandez with her 13-year-old 
son, Andrew, who has autism

tive session which starts on January 8th.  The ses-
sion runs for 40 legislative days.

If you are unsure who your legislators are go to 
www.vote-smart.org.

Disability Day at the Capitol is February 22, 2007.  
You can register at www.gcdd.org.  This is a great 
opportunity to talk with your legislators and advo-
cates from all over Georgia.

Did you notice the cool holiday card 
you received from GCSS?

For the second year GCSS custom 
designed the card.  For the ýrst time 
some of our guys with disabilities did 
all of the printing, assembly, stufýng 
and sealing envelopes. 

Our thanks to the guys pictured left 
to right for all of their help and cost-
effective hard work: DeMarkus Mc-
Crary, Mike Oberdorfer, Seth Kaiser-
man, Mike Hampton, Tavoris Hendrix, 
and not pictured Donald Langley.

Meaningful, paid work is deeply im-
portant to the people GCSS serves.  If 
you and your company have project 
work and are willing and able to help 
-- we’d love to explore possibilities 
with you.  Please contact Community 
Relations at 404-634-4222 Ext 250.

Great Job Guys!

The Governor’s Council on Developmental Dis-
abilities has put together a great booklet called 
ñUnderstanding the Medicaid Waiverò.   You can 
view a copy by going to: www.unlockthewaiting
lists.com/MedicaidWaiverManual.pdf

During the session I will be sending out email 
Action Alerts.  To ensure that you receive the 
Action Alerts and other important updates -- 
please send me an email with your name, contact 
information and most importantly your email 
address to:

Advocacy@gacommunity.org

Thank you so much,
Heidi Fernandez
GCSS Parent and Advocate

Happy New Year 
Families and 
Friends;

I hope everyone had 
a great holiday.

With the new year 
comes the beginning 
of the new legisla-

Remember -- knowledge is power.  To request 
receipt of our email Action Alerts or telephone 
udpates, contact Heidi at: 

404-634-4222 Ext. 550 or
Advocacy@gacommunity.org

Special �anks to 
the following for 

their major support 
of $1,000 or more
this past quarter

Carrabba�s Italian Grill 
in Kennesaw

IDPromotional.com

Bruce Edens

Bob Burg

Russell Corporation

SunTrust Atlanta
Foundation

Women�s Basketball 
Coaches Association

Anonymous




